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Z e e k i s m s

When we look at the Hmong community 
today, it is easy to forget how much hard 
work went into sharing the Gospel with 
them decades ago. Early missionaries 
paved the way for the Gospel and the 
teachings of God’s Word to those who 
needed to hear and wanted 
to learn more. We want to 
highlight one specific man, 
Don Rulison, whom we knew 
briefly before he passed away 
in 2012. His life is a powerful 
example of how faith can 
overcome even the toughest 
challenges. 

Don Rulison was an 
American missionary who 
originally started in China. In 
1951, China expelled all 
missionaries, but rather than 
go home he took an 
opportunity to go to 
Thailand. He became one of 
the first "pioneer" 
missionaries to reach out to the Hmong in 
the northern part of the country. 

Reaching the Hmong was not easy. They 
lived in remote villages high in the 
mountains, far away from any Thai towns. 

During the rainy season, Don had to deal 
with thick mud, intense heat, and high 
humidity. There were no doctors or 
hospitals nearby, and diseases from the 
jungle were a constant threat, which could 
easily have taken his life.  

The physical journey was 
hard, but the social and 
spiritual challenges were 
even harder. At first, many 
Hmong people didn’t trust 
Westerners. There were scary 
rumors that foreigners were 
there to steal children for 
wars or use them for 
medicine. Additionally, many 
people were struggling with 
addiction because they grew 
opium as a cash crop. 

Spiritually, the Hmong lived 
in deep fear of the demonic 
world. Every house had a 
"demon shelf" for sacrifices, 

and every village had a shaman. If someone 
got sick or their crops died, they believed 
they had offended a spirit. They spent their 
lives trying to appease these spirits through 
the shaman’s instructions. 
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Don didn't let these obstacles stop him. He 
hired guides and hiked for weeks over steep 
mountains just to reach the villages. Since he 
didn't speak the Hmong language yet, he 
started by talking to them in Chinese and 
Thai. He even used a record player to play 
songs and Gospel messages in Chinese, 
which the Hmong listened to repeatedly. 

Today, things 
look very 
different. Instead 
of hiking for 
weeks, we can 
drive to those 
same mountain 
villages in just a 
few hours. 
Instead of heavy 
record players, 
we give out 
solar-powered 
MP3 players. 
However, even 
though 
technology has 
changed, the 
spiritual needs 
are the same. 
People still face 
darkness and 
fear, but we 
thank God that 
the message of 
the Gospel never 
changes. Don 
Rulison’s life 
reminds us that 
being a pioneer 
is hard work, but 

the results last for generations. Is there work 
still to be done among the Hmong? Yes! And 
praise God that he continues to do so!

A N  E X C E R P T  F R O M  T H E  B O O K  

“When approaching the outskirts of a 
village, Don and Deegaytu would halt 
for prayer, asking for strength and 
courage for the coming work. The vil-
lages they visited were filled with 
darkness, places where Satan and his 
demons held sway. Every home had a 
demon altar, and every house per-
formed sacrifices and worship to ap-
pease the vengeful spirits besieging 
them. Satan does not give up his con-
quests lightly, and the fear and oppres-
sion in the homes was almost palpable. 
Much prayer was needed to cast the 
demons from their stranglehold on 
these people. Don preached, but only 
the Holy Spirit could save.” 

“Thus emboldened, he and Deegaytu 
would enter each village with a tri-
umphant hope founded on a bold con-
fession of faith in the conquering 
Christ.” p77-78* 

Click here to purchase the book 
on Amazon
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God bless and maranatha,  
    Mike, Sonja, Sinjin  
 and Mikaela

PRAYER  
REQUESTS 

PLEASE PRAY… 

•That the next batch of 

Project 316 audio play-

ers, which will be sent 

out in the next few 

months, will produce 

much fruit. 

•For the ongoing work 

of producing the sys-

tematic theological re-

source for the Hmong. 

•Praise God for the re-

cent distribution of 

about 60 audio players 

into new areas where 

Hmong have not heard 

them yet. 

*Rulison, Don. A Venture in Grace: The Story of  Don & Kathy 
Rulison Grace Independent Bible Missions Inc, 2025
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